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Scout Oath 

 

On my honor I 

will do my best 

To do my duty 

to God and my 

country and to 

obey the Scout 

Law; 

To help other 

people at all 

times; 

To keep myself 

physically 

strong, 

mentally 

awake, and 

morally 

straight. 

 

 

Scout Law 

 

A Scout is  

trustworthy, 

loyal, helpful, 

friendly, 

courteous, kind, 

obedient, 

cheerful, thrifty, 

brave, clean, 

and reverent. 
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Troop 840 Yahoo Group  

To sign yourself up to the troop840 yahoo group, use this 
link:   http://groups.yahoo.com/group/troop840/join  

or email Thomas Snawder at tomsna@microsoft.com and 
he will add you to the group 

Troop 840 attended the 
Western Star Camporee at 
Camp Wisdom, March 13-
15, 2009.  I think it was the 
smallest campout the Troop 
has ever had.  The following 
scouts attended:  Keaton 
Cunningham, Connor Gallo-
way, Christian Frantz (staff), 
Cameron Mears, Eddie Park, 
Kevin Park (staff), Jamison 
Shields (staff), Clint Simpson 
(sr. patrol leader), Chris 
Tansey (staff), and Daniel 
Yo.  Mr. Ulrich was our 
Scout Master for this camp-
out. 
 
The weather was cold and 
rainy - mud was everywhere!  We had a lot of fun competing in events like Shooting, Archery, Cope, 
First Aid, Tomahawk, and Chariot. Troop 840 won second place in the Chariot event, and we were 
awarded a red ribbon!  A benefit to having a small group of campers was that breaking down camp 
was easy and fast. I think everyone had a blast, but I would like to see Camporee moved back to 
Camp Cherokee next year so we can participate in more events.  Camporee is one of my favorite 
campouts! 
By: Keaton Cunningham, Troop Historian 

Western Star Camporee!  

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/troop840/join
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Committee Meeting Information  

 
Reflection of Recent Events  

 

March Campout:   March 13 - 15; Camporee at Camp Wisdom.  Mr. Smith reported that six scouts and three 
adults attended this campout, and Win Shields helped staff it.  It was a good, but muddy, campout.  Next 
year's Camporee will be held in April. 
 

March Campout #2 :  March 27 - 29; Camp Meisenbach at Camp Clements in Athens.  Mr. Smith reported 
that 62 scouts and 28 adults attended.  It was a little cold and windy, but it was a good campout.  The fish 
hatchery was great, and they worked on advancement in the afternoon.  It is a good location and should be 
considered for future campouts. 
 

Tent Fest :  March 21; Valley Ranch Baptist Church.  Mr. Wilkinson reported that this event went well.  They 
repaired tents and bought new tents and extra poles.  New scouts learned how to put up tents 

 

Coordination of Next Events  
 

April Campout:   April 17 - 19; Isle du Bois at Lake Ray Roberts.  Mr. Hymer reported that Hawthorne has 
been reserved for 72 campers. Mr. Griffiths will go early to reserve the camp sites.  The scouts may bring bi-
cycles and helmets (they will not be allowed to ride the bicycles without a helmet).  Since this is a public park, 
scouts MUST wear their green shirts.  Scouts going to Northern Tier will canoe. 
 

Swim Test:  April 21 and 26; Coppell YMCA.  The Troop has reserved and paid for three lanes at Coppell 
YMCA on April 21 for the swim tests, from 8:00 - 9:15 p.m.  The Troop meeting will be conducted at the 
YMCA.  In order to be classified as a "swimmer", participants must jump feet first into water over the head, 
level off and swim 75 yards using one of the following strokes: side, breast, trudgen or crawl; then swim 25 
yards using the backstroke; then float for one minute.  The YMCA has been reserved on April 26 for those 
who are not able to attend on April 21. 
 

Court of Honor :  April 28, at 7:00 p.m., at Valley Ranch Baptist Church, in the scouts' regular meeting room.  
Scouts must wear their Class "A" uniforms.  Parents are encouraged to attend this event, which recognizes 
the scouts' achievements.  When a scout advances a rank, he receives an emblem for his uniform, and his 
parents receive a pin for that rank, which is placed on the "parent's scarf".  Moms of new scouts will receive a 
"parent's scarf" when their son advances to "Scout". 
 

Scout Show:   May 2, Ballpark in Arlington.  The Scout Show (similar to a Scout trade show) is a Circle 10 
event.  Troop 840 generally cooks dutch oven pizza and cobbler and hands it out to visitors.  George Walker 
is coordinating the Scout Show tickets, and John Hopper is coordinating the sign-up sheets for this event.  
Alex Kulig is assisting with this event.   
 

May Campout:   May 15 - 17; Ink's Lake State Park, Burnet.  Mr. Hymer reported that the scouts attending the 
PLC (patrol leader conference) will decide on the cave expedition.  In previous years, the scouts toured the 
caves in the morning and swam in the afternoon. 
 

Dragon Boat Races:   May 16 - 17; Las Colinas.  Win Shields is coordinating this event.  The scouts will prac-
tice on May 16 and race on May 17. 
 

Scout Buck Auction:  May 18; Valley Ranch Baptist Church.  Preview is at 6:30 p.m., and auction begins at 
7:00 p.m.  All new scouts will have "Scout Bucks" and are encouraged to attend.  Scouts earn "scout bucks" 
by attending meetings and campouts, earning merit badges, advancing, selling chili supper tickets, service 
hours and more.  Except for the new scouts, a scout must sell at least $75 in chili supper tickets to participate 
in the auction.  The scouts use their scout bucks to bid on and purchase camping equipment that the Troop 
has purchased.  Scouts may not "carry over" their scout bucks - everyone will have a zero balance after the 

 

(Continued on page 3) 
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auction.  Scouts should wear their Class "B" uniforms. 
 

Bartle Summer Camp:   June 5 - 15; Camp Bartle in Missouri.  Mr. Hymer reported that 16 scouts and 4 
adults are going, and the parents decided to drive on June 4.  Mr. Hymer reported that money for the camp-
out is due to him on Tuesday, April 7, and that the transportation/miscellaneous expense ($140) is due 
to him on May 5.  
 

Hale Summer Camp:   June 28 - July 4; Camp Hale in Oklahoma; Mr. Hymer reported that a parents' meeting 
will be held on April 7.  56 scouts and 9 adults are scheduled to attend.  Mr. Brown reserved a bus for the 
scouts, and the adults will drive.  Final payment is due April 21, and the transportation fee is due in May 
(more details to come).  
 

Sea Base 2009:   July 5 - 12; Florida.  The Troop has four crews (24 scouts and 8 adults) signed up for this 
camp which will consist of 9 dives (1 night dive). 
 

Northern Tier:   July 23 - August 3, Northern Minnesota and Canada.  Mr. Smith reported that the Troop has 3 
treks, which are full.   
 

Philmont 2010:   The Troop has  two treks, arriving on June 24, 2010 and departing on July 6, 2010.  13 
scouts and 4 adults from Troop 840 are committed; 5 boys and 2 adults from Troop 841 will complete the 
treks.   Additionally, one adult from Troop 840 is on the waiting list.  The cost is approximately $600 per per-
son. 
 

Sea Base 2010:   July 6 - 13, 2010, on SCUBA Live Aboard, which will consist of 15 dives (3 will be night 
dives).  The crew is full, but Mr. Tarleton will accept names for the waiting list.  Scouts must be at least 14 to 
participate in this High Adventure camp.  The crew will live aboard a 57' schooner. 
 

National Jamboree 2010:   July 26 - August 4, 2010, the 100th anniversary celebration.  Boy Scouts must be 
at least First Class Scouts and must have completed the sixth grade or be at least 12 years of age by July 1, 
2010, but not have reached their 18th birthday by  August 4, 2010.  Contact Mr. Wilt if you are interested in 
attending. 
 

Planning Conference:   August 22, at Dr. Lacey's lake house.  Mr. Smith, assistant scoutmasters and current 
scout leaders will meet to plan the events for the upcoming year. 
 

Website/E -Blast:   Mr. Weaver reported on the new Troop website, using SOAR.  The website has many fea-
tures that the current website does not, including:  a password-protected section and the ability to sign up for 
campouts online.  He is pulling material from the current website to the new one.  Members should continue to 
use www.troop840.org until further notice. 
 

Adult Training:   Mr. Wilt has scheduled a short class in various items of scouting for adults on Tuesday eve-
nings, 7:40 - 8:00 p.m.  These will begin on April 14. 

 

Status Reports  
 

Treasurerôs Report:  Mark Tepper distributed the Treasurerôs Report which reflected that the Troop is sol-
vent.  Mr. Tepper is beginning to transition the Treasurer duties to Deb Trejo (treasurer) and Ken Towe 
(assistant treasurer).  Mrs. Trejo reported that all check requests should be given to her. 
 

Roundtable Report:   Terry Smith reported that he and George Walker will attend Roundtable on April 6. 
 

Outdoor Activities & Summer Camp:  Mr. Hymer had nothing additional to report. 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Health & Safety:   Mr. Smith reported that the Troop will buy special first aid kits for the Northern Tier treks, 
and the Troop will update its first aid kits.  
 

Membership:  Mr. Smith reported that the numerals for the uniforms have been ordered.   
 

Advancement:  No report. 
 

Training:   Many training opportunities are available and are listed on the Circle 10 website:   
SALT (Scoutmaster & Assistant Scoutmaster Leader Training) - April 18; Plymouth Park United Methodist 

Church in Irving 
IOLS (Introduction to Outdoor Leader Skills) -  April 25 - 26 at Camp Wisdom 
Wood Badge 
Oak Leaf (for scouts) - April 25 - 26 at Camp Wisdom 
NYLT (for scouts) - several sessions in July at Camp James Ray; December 26 - 31 at Camp Wisdom 
Wood Badge: April 9 - 11 at  Camp James Ray 
Wood Badge: August 24 - 29 at Philmont 
Wood Badge: October 2 - 4 at Clements Scout Ranch 
Wood Badge: October 16 - 18 at Clements Scout Ranch 

 
Additionally, online training is available through www.myscouting.org.  or www.circle10.org.  Youth Protection 
training is required for adults camping with the Troop.  Adults should give a copy of their training certificates to 
the ladies in Advancement.  Mr. Durso is NRA trained for rifles, and Mr. Williamson is NRA trained for shot-
guns.  NRA Rifle Course training will be April 25 - 26 at Camp Wisdom; NRA Shotgun Course training will be 
August 22 - 23 at Clements Scout Ranch.  Powder horn training is coming soon.  Mr. Smith and Mr. Wilt at-
tend Roundtable meetings, which are the same night and place as the OA meetings (first Monday of the 
month).   
 

Equipment:   Mr. Wilkinson reported that he will look into a chuck box prototype.   
 

Communications:   Craig Weaver had nothing further to report.    
 

Transportation:   No report. 
 

Fundraising:   The Troop needs a Fundraiser coordinator who will oversee fundraising for the Troop.  In the 
past, the Troop has sold mulch and Christmas ornaments and participated in taste tests.  The proceeds would 
be used to offset the camping fees for the scouts who participate in the fundraisers.   

 
 

 
 

(Continued from page 3) 

Welcome to all  

the new Scouts!  


